DISRAELI                                        851

and many others were in favour of Prussia, for Napoleon
III was universally distrusted, and Britain sympathized
with the union of Germany which followed the war. But
as a result of the preoccupation of the great powers in the
west, Russia at this point repudiated the Treaty of Paris
and opened the Black Sea to her warships (1871). Britain
was always nervous of Russia, and this move seemed to her
ominous. So, moved partly by panic, partly by pique, the
electorate turned against Gladstone, and in 187i he went
out.

CHAPTER  67
DISRAELI AND "TORY DEMOCRACY" (1874^1880)

Thus at length (1874), Disraeli had triumphed (Note 141).
His party was in pow*er after twenty-eight years in opposition,
and he was Prime Minister. He was jubilant, for he had
behind him a party which he had won over to his new
programme. He was destined, too, to find his path smoothed
in another direction through the personal liking felt for him
by the Queen. Victoria had suffered very greatly from the
death of her dearly-loved husband. For years she had shut
herself up, refusing to come to London or to take her share
in public life,1 and discontent at this attitude had been
general. In Disraeli she found, at this stage in her life, a man
whom she treated as a friend. He knew exactly how to please
her, in a way that the stiffer and more sedate Gladstone had
never been able to achieve. She was happy in this friendship
with her new Premier, and persuaded by him she began once
more to emerge from her retirement. Disraeli was sincere
in his admiration for the sovereign. He had a conception
of Great Britain as an Empire in which he whole-heartedly
believed, and at the head of that Empire, acting as a link

1 One newspaper published a mock statement: " The Queen will come to
London and stop one whole week/*